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By John Maclean ' . 

cktcitt'TiitwM Pre J». Sendee* -* v ?i 
"’’WAStllNOTON— Piresiiieiit 5 'Cartei : i has 
taken under consideration a recorttmfcri- 
datiofl by Jtisticd Department lawyers to 
indict former Central Intelligence Agen-t| 
cy director Richard Helms in* connection 
with testimony before Congress on CIA 
activities in * Chile, The Tribune^ has 

leafhed; 3 /'*^ •>#: 

fit is Widely thought that faces- 
indictment for-* telling 7 the Senate that’ 
the CIA did nothing, to overthrow the 
government of Marxist Salvador Allendeq 
in Chile.: 

Sources *cl<fee to Hems’ defense attor- 
. heys said they were told a week ago 
that an ihdictment wa^ imminent. These 
sources said Carter*1has • reviewed the v 
, results, qf the Justice^Departhient’s^two^f 
iyear . inquiry; 

*4 vlhe Justice Department lawyers said 
more than month v ago;- these' sources* - 
[said, that, the evidence warranted indict-* 

< 

.j-i'ATTYv ^ dENTGriftin Beli Mr saldHB^ 
results of the HplmsJnquiry are, on" his! 
tie$k ahd .be will make, 'a decisionrsdon,' 
possibly this ihonth/'A justice Depart-', 
ment spokesman refused comment when 7 ! 
• asked if the mafcterhas bpensent.to the- 

•‘V White ‘.'House -r officials 1 declined *»com-t 
meht On 1 the Helms case. However, they 
said standing policy is that decisions on 
whethCr^ornot 

w » _ ** .V ! * \ y* 

;case- reside vwitbvfhj??! Just ce Departs 
ment.,; l^vrjl ate itw&e<r ; | . 

te One .concern ihatyhhs< delayed < a final 
decision in Helms’ case is whether a trial 
-with -the- broad -powers of discovery 


indicted * as, a matter of justice and 
law,” Colby fcdd The’ Tribune^in a tele- Jj 
interview, v ‘ ‘ , 


: • 'The, ; Supreme! 1 Court has^made^it 
( dear', you cannot convict on. perjury ujqk 
. iqss fce evidence is very clear,” Colby 
you, look at Helms 1 ;; testimony 
^eaqh question he was asked has extenu-i 
ating circumstances around 

tf^HEiWAS asked specific ally Did you 
Allende’a opponents?’ \ 

Welt, we considered doing that ” Col-'j 
^bjrsaid; “There were it wo opponent^ of 1 
And we^made a • specific . dieci-. 

’ siQn ; against it; t N6w if was‘a sp^l-* 

jjgye£ frorq ,-$pmeiq other things we ; 

may have ’ done, that*s a different 
matter.- .. ; .a:rv. . 

“He^ was obviously keeping a secret,” 
Colby added. “But that’s what the Presi- 
dent [former President Nixoa] ordered 
him to. do.” .. &??**} 

^ Colby' has entered law practice since 1 
leaving the CIA early last year^., - 

; . FT ALSO WAS learned that organized * 
labor has urged the White House not to > 
indict Helms. Sources dose to the White 



AWHILE- JUSTICE'* Department J Indict-); 
ments normally do not come; under; 
White House review^ it wouldf be Difficult 
lil hot impo^bleUor ^ . attorney general 

• j alone to decide v whether indittment was : 

. worth tfye rjsk to the rational fsecurity^*^i 
> I » consider aiipn ‘ according^to? 

: fpriper, CIA,: pirector v Wmiam . C61by£k 

Wh ^> $ 9 * ^t^oifgams^Heln^ 
wpuld stand up: •- . >, yi ' x 


House said George Meariy* head of the I 
AFL-CIO,. talked to . Carter about the 
; . Better. 

" Meany argued that national security: 
considerations rank above the need to 
prosecute w Helms, the sources said. * 
Helms* hiring of .Washington superiaw- 
■' yar Eidward- Bennett Wiilianis- is consid- 
ered a sign that Helms- intends' to pur- 
r-iue the most vigorous defense possible if 
: he stands trial. That could- indude d»do- 
v sure of sensitive-activities of Hefcns dur- 
ing his long tenure with the CIA. 
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